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March 26, 1958 


A BILL 


To provide for research into problems of flight within [ 
and outside the earth^s atanosphere and for other 
purposes* 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 

3 this Act may be cited as the National Aeronautics and Space 


h Act of 1958. 


DECLARATION OF POLICY 


6 SEC. 2, The Congress hereby declares that the general 

7 welfare and security of the United States require that adequate 

8 provision be made for research into, and the solution of, 

9 problems of flight within and outside the earth*s atmosphere 

10 and that provision also be made for the development, testing, 

11 and operation of aircraft, missiles, satellites and other 

12 space vehicles, manned and unmanned, together with associated 

13 equipment and devices* The Congress further declares that 
m such activities should be conducted so as to contribute 

15 materially to one or more of the following policy objectives! 

16 (1( the expansion of human knowledge of phehomena in the 

\ 

17 atmosphere and space, (2) the improvement of ti^e usefulness. 
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1 speed, safety and efficiency of aircraft, (3) the develop- 

2 ment and operation of vehicles capable of carrying 

3 instruments, equipment, and living organics into space, 

h (U) the preservation and enhancement of the prestige of the 

5 United States among the nations and peoples of the world 

6 as a leader in aeronautical and space science and technology, 

7 (5) the making available to agencies directly concerned with 

8 national security of discoveries that have military value 

9 or significance, (6) cooperation with other nations in work 

10 done pursuant to this Act and in the peaceful application 

11 of the results thereof, (7) civilian conduct and control 

12 over the space and aeronautical research sponsored by the 

13 United States, except insofar as such research may be in 

m direct response to military requirements or serves purposes 
1$ peculiar to or primarily associated with weapons ^sterns 

16 or military operations, and (8) the most effective 

17 utilization of the scientific and engineering resources 

18 of the United States and the avoidance of duplication of 

19 facilities and equlpnent, 

20 NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AMD SPACE AGENCY 

21 SEC* 3* There is hereby established the National 

22 Aeronautics and Space Agency, hereinafter called the ’’Agency.'* 
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1 The Agency shall be headed by a Director who shall be 

2 appointed by the President by and with the advice and 

3 consent of the Senate, and who shall receive compensation 
U at the rate of $22,500 per annum. The Director shall be 

5 the chief officer of the Agency and except as otherwise 

6 provided in this Act shall exercise the functions of the 

7 Agency. The Director may from time to time make such 

8 provisions as he may deem appropriate authorizing -ttie 

9 performance by any officer, employee, or administrative 

10 unit under his jurisdiction of any of his functions under 

11 this Act. 

12 NATIOML AERGMUTIf;S AND SP ACE BOARD 

13 SE0V ii. (a) There is hereby established the National 
Hi Aeronautics and Space Board which shall be composed of not 

15 to exceed 17 members appointed by the President, no more 

16 than eight of whom shall be from appropriate departments 

17 or agencies of the Government of the United States 

18 Including at least one who shall be from the Department 

19 of Defense. Persons appointed to the Board other -than 

20 those appointed from the Government shall be «ninent in 

21 science, engineering, technology, or education and shall 

22 be selected solely on the basis of established records of 
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1 distinguished achievement* The Chairman of the Board shall 

2 from time to time be designated by the President* Members 

3 not from Goverranent departments or agencies shall be 
U appointed for terms of four years fTon the date of 

5 expiration of the terms of the members whom they succeed 

6 except that in making initial appointments of such manbers 

7 the President may make appointments for such shorter terms 

8 as he deems appropriate* 

9 (b) The members of the Board when away from their home or 

10 their regular place of business in connection with the work 

11 of the Board shall be paid travel expenses pursuant to the 

12 Travel Expense Act of 19U9 and per diem in lieu of subsistence 

13 as authorized by law (5 USC 73 b-2) for persons in the 

li* Government service employed intermittently. Monbers of the 

15 Board not from Government agencies while attending meetings 

16 of the Board and engaged in business of the Board shall 

17 receive compensation not to exceed per day including 

18 travel time* 

19 FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD 

20 SEC. (a) The Board shall meet at least four times 

21 per year and shall advise the President and the Director 

22 concerning policies and programs of the Agency. It shall 
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make an annual report to the President and firom time to 
time may make such other reports as it deems appropriate. 

(b) The Board may make recommendations to the President 
vri-tti respect to the appointment of the Director, and the 
Director shall not be appointed until the Board shall have had 
a reasonable opportunity to make such recommendations, 

(c) The Board shall be consulted by the Director prior 

to - 


(1) Initiation or substantial modification of 
policies or programs of the Agencyj 

(2) Transmittal of any request for sp proprlatlons 
to the Bureau of the Budget pursuant to the Budget and 
Accounting Act, 1921, as amended,* 

(3) Establishment of major constituent 
organizational units of the Agency and the assigment of 
major functions or groups of functions thereto; and 

ih) Appointment by the Director of the heads of 
major constituent units, 

FUNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY 
SEC* 6. (a) The Agency shall - 

(1) Determine problems relating to 
aeronautics and the space sciences which should be attacked; 
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1 (2) Plan, direct and conduct scientific studies 

2 and investigations of the problems of manned or unmanned 

3 flight within or outside the eartti’s atmosphere with a view 
U to their practical solution} 

5 (3) Develop, test, launch and operate aero- 

6 nautical and space vehicles} and 

7 (U) Sulxnit to the President for transmittal 

8 to the Congress an Annual Report of operations and ao*. 

9 complishments* 

10 (b) In performance of the above functions the Agency 

11 is authorized -* 

12 (1) To make, promulgate, issue, rescind, and 

13 amend such rules and regulations as may be necessary to 
m carry out the purposes of this Act; 

15 (2) Subject to the Civil Service laws, to 

16 select, appoint, anploy, and, subject to such regulations 

17 as the President may prescribe and without regard to the 

18 Classification Act of 19U9, as amended, and the Federal 

19 Bnployees Pay Act of 19hS, as amended, fix and adjust, at 

20 rates which are reasonably canpetitive with rated paid by 

21 other employers for comparable work, compensation of such 

22 officers and employees as may be necessary to carry out the 
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1 provisions of this Act; 

2 (3) To acquire, construct, improve, repair, 

3 operate and maintain laboratories, research and testing, 
sites and facilities, manned and unmanned aeronautical 

5 and space vehicles, quarters and related aecommodations for 

6 employees and dependents of employees of the Agency, and 

7 such other real and personal property, or any interest 

8 therein, as the Agsncy deems necessary, to sell, lease, or 

9 otheiTri.se dispose of such real and personal property, and 

10 to operate cafeterias at its installations and to purchase 

11 and maintain equipment therefor witti receipts therefrom to 

12 be deposited to a special fund in the Treasury there to 

13 remain available for such operations, and purchase and 
lU maintenance of equipcent; 

15 (U) Accept gifts or donations of services, money, 

16 or of property, real, personal or mixed, tangible or 

17 intangible, in aid of the authorized purposes of the Act; 

18 (5) Without regard to section 36U8 of the Revised 

19 Statutes, as amended (31 USC 529) to enter into and 

20 perform such contracts, leases, cooperative agreements, 

21 or other transactions as may be necessary in the conduct 

22 of its work and on such terms as it may deem appropriate. 
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1 with any agency or insts;35sn«ntallty of the United States, or 

2 with any State, territory or possession, or with any 

3 political subdivision thereof, or with any person, firm, 
ii association or corporation; 

$ (6) To use with their consent the seirvices, equipment 

6 personnel, and facilities of Federal and other agencies 

7 with or without reimbursement and on a similar basis to 

8 cooperate with other public and private agencies and 

9 instrumentalities in the use of the services, equipment 

10 and facilities of the Agency; 

11 (7) To appoint such advisory committees as shall be 

12 appropriate for the purposes of consultation and advice 

13 to the Agency in performance of its functions. Members 

lii of advisory committees shall be entitled to travel expenses 

15 and per diem authorized by the Act of August 2, 19U6 

16 (5 use 73 h-2), for all persons employed intermittently 

17 as consultants or experts receiving compensation on a per dim basis. 

(8) To obtain services as authorized by section 1 $ 

19 of the Act of August 2, 19U6 (5 USC 55 (a)) at rates not 

20 to exceed ylOO per diem; 

21 (9) When determined by the Director to be 

22 necessary and subject to such security investigations as 
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1 he may determine to be appropriate to employ aliens 

2 without regard to statutory provisions farohibiting 

3 the paynent of compensation to aliens; 

U (10) To employ and compensate retired 

5 commissioned officers of the United States at the rate 

6 established for the positions so occupied by them within 

7 ttie Agency, less the amount of their retired pay; Provided , 

8 That, when the retired pay amounts to or exceeds the rate 

9 of compensation established for the position occupied, 

10 such person shall be entitled to the pay of the Agency 

11 position, or the retired pay, whichever he may elect; 

12 (11) With the approval of the President, to enter 

13 into cooperative agreements under which members of the 
lU Amy, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps may be detailed 

15 by the appropriate Secretary for services in performance 

16 of functions under this Act to the same extent to which 

17 they might be lawfully assigned in the Department of 

18 Defense; 

19 (12) To grant any employee of demonstrated 

20 ability leave or leaves of absence from his regularly 

21 designated duties for the purpose of allowing such 

22 employee to receive training, or to carry on research or 
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1 graduate study in institutions of learning, laboratories, 

2 or industrial or commercial organizations, or other 

3 appropriate organizations or institutions, foreign or 
U domes-t^'-ffhen such leave or leaves of absence will 

5 contribute materially to the more effective functioning 

6 of the Agency, to authorize employees to attend outside 

7 meetings and to pay the whole or any part of the salaries 

8 of such employees, costs of their transportation and per 

9 diem in lieu of subsistence and charges incident to their 

10 assignments (including tuition and other related fees)* 

11 The Agency may require aiiy employee granted such leave 

12 to make a definite statement, in writing, that he will 

13 return to and, unless involuntarily separated, will 

lU remain in the service of the Agency for a period equal to 

15 three times the length of any time off with pay granted 

16 wittiout charge to annual leave for the purpose of such 

17 training* Any employee who does not fulfill any such 

18 commitment shall be required to reimburse the 

19 Government for the amount of leave granted under 'ttiis 

20 subsection, transportation, per diem in lieu of 

21 subsistence and other expenses incident to the training 

22 paid by the Goverrment during such training} 
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1 (13) To consider, ascertain, adjust, determine, 

2 settle, and pay, on behalf of the United States, any 

3 claim for money damage of $^,000 or less against the 
U United States for bodily injury, death, or damage 

5 to or loss of real or persong.! property resulting 

6 from the conduct of the Agency’s program, where such 

7 claim is presented to the Agency in writing within 

8 one year after the accident or incident out of which 

9 the claim arises; Provided , That the damage to or loss 

10 of property or bodily injury or death shall not have 

11 been caused in whole or in part' by any negligence or 

12 wrongful act on the part of the claimant, his agents, 

13 or employees* Any such settlement under the authority 
Hi of this section shall be final and conclusive for all 

15 purposes notwithstanding any other provisions of law 

16 to the contrary; 

17 (lU) To conduct security investigations or arrange 

18 with other agencies of the Government for the conduct 

19 of such investigations of such employees of the Agency, 

20 contractors and sub-contractors, and Idieir employees, 

21 as the Director deems necessary in the conduct of its 

22 official duties; 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 


- 12 - 

1 (15) As authorized or directed by the President to 

2 participate in the wcrk of intematiorBl organizations and 

3 to engage in such additional international activities, 

U including exchanges of information, as may advance the 

5 purposes of this Actj and 

6 (16) To direct such of its officers, and employees as 

7 it deans necessary in the public Interest to cairry firearms 

8 while in the discharge of tiieir official duties. The 

9 Agency may also authorize such of those employees of its 
19 contractors engaged in the protection of property owned 

11 by the United States and located at facilities owned by 

12 or contracted to the United States, as it deems necessary 

13 in the public interest, to carry firearms while in the 
lli discharge of their official duties. 

15 SECURITY 

16 SEC. 7. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any 

17 other law, the Director may authorize any member of the 

18 Board or of an advisory committee established by the 

19 Board, or any employee, contractor, or employee of a 

20 contractor of the Agency to have access to Restricted Data, 

21 as defined in the Atomic Energy Act of 195U, as amended, 

22 rtoich may be required in the performance of his duties, and 
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1 to communicate such Restricted Data to any employee 

2 of an agency of the Department of Defense or its 

3 contractors or any member of the Armed Forces as may 

h be required in ttie perforaance of their duties j Provided ^ 

5 That no person is permitted access to Restricted Data 

6 except in accordance with established personnel security 

7 procedures and standards that are in reasonable conformity 

8 to the standards established by the Atomic Siergy 

9 Commission under section IkS of the Atomic Energy Act of 

10 19Sh, as amended* 

11 (b) Whoever willfully shall violate any regulation or 

12 order as shall be promulgated by the Director for the 

13 protection or security of any laboratory, station, base 
lU or other facility, or part thereof, or any aircraft, 

15 missile, spacecraft or similar vehicle existing, or 

16 later conceived, or part ttxereof, or other property or 

17 equipment in the custody of the Agency relating to the 

18 ingress thereto or egress therefrom or otherwise providing 

19 for safeguarding the same against destruction, loss, or 

20 injury, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

21 conviction thereof shall be liable to a fine of not to 

22 exceed $5,000, or to Imprisonment of not more than one 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 

-Hi- 

1 year, or both. Every such regulation or order shall be 

2 posted in conspicuous and appropriate places* 

3 (c) Guards, or other officers, or employees of the 
ii Agency designated the Director are hereby empowered te 

5 detain and arrest without warrant persons violating this 

6 section where failure to arrest or detain might result 

7 in the escape of persons violating the above section, 

8 Section llii of Title 18, United States Code, is hereby 

9 amended by striking out «or any officer or employee of 

10 the Indian field service of the United States," and 

11 inserting in lieu thereof "any officer or employee of the 

12 Indian field service of the United States, or any officer 

13 or employee of the National Aeronautics and Space Agency 
Hi directed to guard and protect property of the United 

15 States under administration and control of the National 

16 Aeronautics and Space Agency," 

17 CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

18 SEC, 8, Service of an individual as a member of an 

19 advisory committee established by the Agency or as an 

20 expert on a part-time or full-time basis, with or without 

21 compensation shall not be considered as service or 

22 employment bringing such individual within the provisions 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 



1 

2 

3 

h 

$ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240051-0 


-15- 

of section 281, 283, 28U, ii3lt, or 1911t of Title 18 of 
the United States Code or section 190 of the Revised 
Statutes (5 use 99). 

TRANSFER OF REUTED FUNCTIONS 
SEC* 9* For a period of three years after the effective 
date of this Act, the Agency with the concurrence of the 
head of the department or agency concerned and with the 
approval of the President may transfer to itself any 
functions (including powers, duties, activities, facilities, 
and parts of functions) of such department or agency or of 
any officer or organizational entity thereof which relate 
primarily to the functions of the Agency as set forth in 
section 6 hereof* In connection witii any such transfer 
the President may provide for appropriate transfers of 
records, property and necessary civilian personnel* 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC* 10. There are hereby authorized to be 
appropriated without fiscal year limitation such sums” 
as may be necessary and appropriate for the carrying out 
of the provisions and purposes of this Act. 

ABOLITION OF NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS 
SEC* 11* (a) The National Advisory Ccmmlttee for 
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1 Aeronautics is hereby Abolished and all real and 

2 personal property, personnel, funds, and records of 

3 that organization are hereby transferred to the Agency* 

U Except as otherwise directed by the President, the 

5 members of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 

6 shall serve as the members of the National Aeronautics and 

7 Space Board until their successors are appointed by ttie 

8 President as provided in section U of this Act. 

9 (b) In Title 10 of the United States Code, section 

10 2302 is amended hy deletion of the phrase "or the Executive 

11 Secretary of the National Advisory Ccmimittee for Aeronautics.” 

12 and by substitution therefor the phrase "or ttie Director of 

13 the National Aeronautics and Space Agency,"? and, section 
lU 2303 is amended by deletion of the phrase "The National 

15 Advisory Committee for Aeronautics.” and by substitution 

16 therefor the phrase ”T3ie National Aeronautics and Space 

17 Agency.” 

18 (c) Section 1 of the Act of August 26, 1950 

19 (5 use 22-1), is amended by deletion of the phrase "National 

20 Advisory Committee for Aeronautics” wherever it appears and 

21 by substitution therefor the phrase "National Aeronautics 

22 and Space Agency*” 
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1 (d) The Unitary Wind Tunnel Plan Act of 19ii9 

2 (50 use 5llj 63 Stat. 936) is amended by deletion of 

3 the phrase “The National Advisory Committee for 

h Aeronautics (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee'')" 

5 and by substitution therefor the phrase "The National 

6 Aeronautics and Space Agency (hereinafter referred to as 

7 the "Agency")" and by further deletion of the word 

8 "Committee" wherever it appears and by substitution 

9 therefor the word "Agency." 
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